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health surveillance program should be used   Housing mice and unmomtored
rats in the same room should be avoided.

Streptobacillus momhformis is considered rare m contemporary labora-
tory rats and mice This is perhaps one of the most striking achievements
of cesarean-denvation, barrier-maintenance methodology (Weisbroth, 1979).

Interference with Research

S. momhformis is unlikely to be found to interfere with research results
because it is rare in contemporary rodents Nevertheless, it can cause high
mortality in mice and is a serious zoonotic infection in people.

COMMON ECTOPARASITES

The comprehensive text Parasites of Laboratory Animals (Flynn, 1973a),
lists approximately 4 flea, 4 lice, 24 mite, and numerous tick parasites of
mice and rats. However, an important distinction is made between the
prevalence of ectoparasites among animals in nature and those in the
laboratory For laboratory populations, Flynn (1973a) lists as being common
only four types of mite for mice (Myobia musculi, Myocoptes musculmus,
Radfordia ajfmis, and Psorergates simplex) and one type of mite for rats
(R. ensifera). Weisbroth (1982) states that P. simplex has not been reported
in the past decade and can be regarded as rare For the same reason R.
ensifera can also be considered rare (unpublished observations of members
of the ILAR Committee on Infectious Diseases of Mice and Rats). Thus,
only three mites (M musculi, M. musculinus, and R. affinis), all of which
are parasites of mice, can be accepted as common ectoparasites in
contemporary laboratory settings (Kunstyr and Friedhoff, 1980; Weisbroth,
1982).

Myobia musculi

Significance
Moderate

Perspective

Myobia musculi is considered the more pathogenic of the common mites
of laboratory mice

Agent

Myobia musculi is a fur mite, order Acarina. Adult Myobia musculi,
which can be seen with a hand lens, appear pearly white and elongate